MapInfo “MapWorld,” Phoenix 2006 -  Chris Lacy 5/06
I attended 2 ½ days of sessions and connected with other users, including some in the forestry industry.  Some sessions were not particularly useful while others provided some helpful tips and/or insight into what will be coming in MapInfo.  First, I list application items to consider:

· Confirm:  This is a suite of products that can be used for managing road data, including all items associated with roads.  If I understood correctly, data capture, life costing and maintenance scheduling are all possible with Confirm.  I don’t know if this would be an improvement over what we do now, but it may be worth looking into for managing PBTF transportation data. http://extranet.mapinfo.com/products/overview.cfm?productid=1915
· Exponare:   Exponare also involves a suite of applications.  With Exponare, the idea is to enable users to access all forms of data through a map interface.  It looks like a method of integrating systems, regardless of format, and allowing users to view, query and analyze data in one place.  Sound familiar?  I only viewed a cursory five minute presentation, but maybe it’s worth further assessment.  
http://extranet.mapinfo.com/products/overview.cfm?productid=1848
· Project Grande:  This is the MapInfo move from an object-based program to a .net format.  They expect to present two more previews before the alpha release.  The next preview release, where select users are permitted a peak, is due this month.  Eventually, Grande is a replacement for MapInfo Pro.  However, they plan to support both products for the foreseeable future.  
One of the major issues to address is what to do with MapBasic, MapInfo Pro’s programming language.  With Grande, users will be able to program in several industry standard languages.  In the long run, this appears to be an advantage.  On the down side, as it stands now, MapBasic programs will not run in the Grande version.  Many companies, including PBTF, have many programs written in MapBasic.  To address the problem, two options were considered at the conference.  First MapInfo could continue to develop Grande until MapBasic scripts do function with Grande.  Or alternatively, a translator could be developed to move scripts from MapBasic to some acceptable language to work with Grande. 
While MapBasic does not work with Grande, MapInfo workspace files will.  The workspace files will be in xml format and users will still be able to edit workspaces.  
Improvements that Grande will offer:
· Data filtering and sorting through the table browser

· Hiding/showing columns

· More effective ‘screen real estate management’
· Improved layer control that can be shown docked or collapsed at any time
· Within layer control, the ability to organize layers by working sets and background sets
· More accessible and improved labeling options, including curved labels.
· Ability to stack windows on top of one another and use tabs to toggle between them
·  Personalize tool bars to create simplified interfaces for editing mode, analysis mode, viewing mode, etc.
· Map analysis within the layout window

· Ability to ‘drag’ map windows directly to layout windows

· Layout templates that can be further customized and saved

· Dynamic scale bar within layout window that will change with changes in map extents

· Print preview, similar to all Windows programs

· Feedback to MapInfo options right off of the help menu

Now I list tips that I learned about that were new to me:

MapInfo Professional

· You can add BMP files to custom symbols
· Drive-time analysis will be available in MapInfo Pro 8.5, but I believe you need to purchase added functionality – not clear on this one, but did see a demo

· Use ‘not obj’ to query records within a table that have no geography

· If more than one selected item occupies the same location, MapInfo Pro will not show it as selected if there are an even number of objects

· SQL Queries
· Can label new column produced from SQL Query
· Can round the results of SQL Query using the ‘round’ function

· All MapBasic functions can be used in SQL Query, not just those listed in the drop down box

· In the ‘order by’ box, a user can sort in descending or ascending order

· The user can filter by words that are at any position within a string

· Can select by color using StyleAttr and ObjectInfo

· Can select bordering regions

· Create true/false column using INSTR

· Get XY coordinates

· In where condition, can simplify by using parenthesis 

· Can calculate area overlap and proportion overlap

MapBasic
· Google Earth Link tool now available that allows for exporting MapInfo data for use in Google Earth web application
· ‘Image Connect’ tool now available.  Not sure exactly what this does yet.  I believe it involves extra fees.

· Distance calculator and spider graph tools now available

· Can use ‘nearest to’ function to calculate distances between any type of objects.  This can be points to regions, vectors to regions or whatever combination is desired.

· Can compute a weighted average location using MapBasic code

· Can batch translate using Universal Translator code
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



